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Dear Pierce Park Family,
Here is a thought provoking article I want to share with you by Tom Rainer.
Urgent Church: Nine Changes We Must Make Or Die
It broke my heart.
Another church closed. This church had unbelievable potential. Indeed, it had its own “glory days,” but only for a season. But, 10 years
ago, few would have predicted this church’s closure. Today, it is but another statistic in the ecclesiastical graveyard. I know. We don’t compromise
doctrine. I know. We must never say we will change God’s Word. But many of our congregations must change. They must change or they will die.
I call these churches “the urgent church.” Time is of the essence. If changes do not happen soon, very soon, these churches will die. The pace of
congregational death is accelerating.
What, then, are some of the key changes churches must make? Allow me to give you a fair warning. None of them are easy. Indeed, they
are only possible in God’s power. Here are nine of them:
1. We must stop bemoaning the death of cultural Christianity. Such whining does us no good. Easy growth is simply not a reality for
many churches. People no longer come to a church because they believe they must do so to be culturally accepted. The next time a church member
says, “They know where we are; they can come here if they want to,” rebuke him. Great Commission Christianity is about going; it’s not “y’all
come.”
2. We must cease seeing the church as a place of comfort and stability in the midst of rapid change. Certainly, God’s truth is unchanging. So we do find comfort and stability in that reality. But don’t look to your church not to change methods, approaches, and human-made
traditions. Indeed, we must learn to be uncomfortable in the world if we are to make a difference. “We’ve never done it that way before,” is a death
declaration.
3. We must abandon the entitlement mentality. Your church is not a country club where you pay dues to get your perks and privileges.
It is a gospel outpost where you are to put yourself last. Don’t seek to get your way with the music, temperature, and length of sermons. Here is a
simple guideline: Be willing to die for the sake of the gospel. That’s the opposite of the entitlement mentality.
4. We must start doing. Most of us like the idea of evangelism more than we like doing evangelism. Try a simple prayer and ask God to
give you gospel opportunities. You may be surprised how He will use you.
tainment.

5. We must stop using biblical words in unbiblical ways. “Discipleship” does not mean caretaking. “Fellowship” does not mean enter-

6. We must stop focusing on minors. Satan must delight when a church spends six months wrangling over a bylaw change. That’s six
months of gospel negligence.
7. We must stop shooting our own. This tragedy is related to the entitlement mentality. If we don’t get our way, we will go after the
pastor, the staff member, or the church member who has a different perspective than our own. We will even go after their families. Don’t let bullies
and perpetual critics control the church. Don’t shoot our own. It’s not friendly fire.
8. We must stop wasting time in unproductive meetings, committees, and business sessions. Wouldn’t it be nice if every church
member could only ask one question or make one comment in a meeting for every time he or she has shared his or her faith the past week?
9. We must become houses of prayer. Stated simply, we are doing too much in our own power. We are really busy, but we are not doing
the business of God.
Around 200 churches will close this week, maybe more. The pace will
accelerate unless our congregations make some dramatic changes. The need is urgent.
Hear me well, church leaders and church members. For many of your
churches the choice is simple: change or die. Time is running out. Please, for the sake
of the gospel, forsake yourself and make the changes in God’s power.
Please let me know your thoughts.
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Bill
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The Prayer Team
meets on Wednesday
at 4:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome
to join us.

PRAYER TEAM
Pierce Park is blessed with an awesome Prayer Team! If you would like to be added to the
email prayer list, Lori Young needs your email address. We would also love to have you join
the group that meets on Wednesday evening at 5:30 p.m. You are welcome to pray in silence
or out loud over the requests that are submitted and other known needs. If you have a prayer
concern and would like to have the team pray for you, please contact:
John Hotchkiss 208-336-5620

w7cnl@yahoo.com

Lori Young

lyoung9463@hotmail.com

208-863-7382

LADIES APRIL BRUNCH
Date: Saturday, April 1st
Time: 9:30 a.m.
Place: Marie Callender’s
8574 W. Fairview Ave., Boise
Please sign up at the Welcome Center.

EASTER BRUNCH
Debbie Anderson will be preparing a Easter Morning Brunch
for everyone to enjoy!
Date: Sunday, April 16th
Time: 9:45
Place: Fellowship Hall

EASTER SERVICES
Sunday, April 9th
Friday, April 14th
Sunday, April 16th

11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.

Palm Sunday
Good Friday Service
Easter Service

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL TRAINING
Date: Saturday, April 22nd
Time: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
Place: Silver Sage Baptist Church
5858 South Maple Grove Road, Boise
RSVP: Online: Register online at: www.uisbc.org/vbs
Email:
office@uisbc.org
Phone
801-573-5350 ext. 2
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IRONMEN-MEN’S GROUP

The April

IronMen-Men’s Group meets every other Tuesday
morning at 11:00 a.m.
Join us at the Sunrise Café Restaurant
7135 W. State Street, Boise

business meeting
will be on

Mark your calendar for the April dates:
4/11 & 4/25

Sunday,

MEN’S BREAKFAST

April 23rd

Date: Saturday, April 8th
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Place: PPBC Fellowship Hall

following
the morning

Please sign up at the Welcome Center.

worship service.
APRIL POTLUCK
Sunday, April 30th following the worship service.
This month’s theme is: “Spring Fling-Traditional Easter Dishes”
Last names beginning with A - H, please bring a dessert
Last names beginning with I - P, please bring main dish.
Last names beginning with Q - Z, please bring a side dish or salad.
Volunteers needed for set-up and clean up.
Please contact Kevin Chipman.

COSTA RICA MISSION TRIP 2018 MEETING
Sunday, April 9th following the worship service. Anyone who is interested in going
on this mission trip please attend. We will have approximate costs, proposed mission
work and dates. See Alan Olson or Laura Johnson for more information.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
4/3
4/6
4/8
4/9
4/13

Howard Brown
Frances Sheneberger
Dee Wilson
Kenna Bargerstock
Hazel Hibbard

4/13
4/15
4/25
4/25

Bill Wall
John Hotchkiss
Debby Kennedy
Sandy Scholler

Pierce Park Baptist Church
5350 N. Pierce Park Lane
Boise, ID 83714
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

208-853-0447
208-853-8063
ppbcboi@msn.com

Connect. Equip. Impact the world.

PPBC WEEKLY SCHEDULE

9:00
9:30
9:45
11:00

am
am
am
am

10:00 am
11:00 am

Sunday
Worship Team
Fellowship Time
Sunday School
Worship Service

Tuesday
Pierce Park Cares Visitation
IronMen-Men’s Group
Every other week we meet at:
Sunrise Restaurant
7135 W. State Street, Boise

4:00
5:00
6:00
6:15
6:30
6:30

pm
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm

10:30 am

Wednesday
Prayer Time
Dinner
Worship Team Practice
Kids Zone (K—6th Grade)
Youth Group (6th—12th Grade)
Groundwork with Pastor Bill
Thursday
Coffee & Conversation

