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Dear PPBC Family,
As we head into the holiday season the next couple months can get hectic, but let’s try to remember the reason for the season. Here is a thought
provoking article I came across that I want to share with you.
What Comes After Thanksgiving By Marshall Segal
“Thanksgiving begins the end of another year. The United States will collectively pause over turkey and stuffing to ponder the good
things in life, and many of us will give thanks to God. And it is always good to give thanks to God (1 Thessalonians 5:18). After all, He “gives
to all mankind life and breath and everything” (Acts 17:25).
The holiday presents itself as a fitting resolution to the year’s highs and lows, joys and sorrows, successes and failures. It’s timed perfectly to allow for restful reflection before the generally happy chaos of Christmas. But what if Thanksgiving was meant to be a beginning, and not just
another over-fed ending?
Thanksgiving isn’t ever the end in the Christian life because gratitude cannot bear the weight of that responsibility. Gratitude is good—
and a means to something greater. It’s meant to fuel our faith in God and deepen our love for God, the Giver. Gratitude does look back, but it’s only
a matter of time before it has the Christian looking forward. John Piper says,
The Bible rarely, if ever, motivates Christian living with gratitude. Yet this is almost universally presented in the church as the “driving
force in authentic Christian living.” I agree that gratitude is a beautiful and utterly indispensable Christian affection. No one is saved who doesn’t
have it. But you will search the Bible in vain for explicit connections between gratitude and obedience. (Future Grace, 3)
God means for our appreciation for all he has done to propel us to believe in all that he will do, and to live more fully for his glory as your greatest
treasure. It’s the whole shape of the Christian heart and life. God does not bless you simply so that you’ll be filled with thanks and give him recognition, but so that you’ll be filled with faith and joy in him.
Receiving Is Believing
One great danger in gratitude is our temptation to thank God and then attempt to pay Him back. Piper writes elsewhere,
First, it is impossible to pay God back for all the grace he has given us. We can’t even begin to pay Him back…. Second, even if we succeeded in
paying Him back for all His grace to us, we would only succeed in turning grace into a business transaction. If we can pay Him back, it was not
grace. (Godward Life, 36)
What does Thanksgiving do to shape your view of God’s grace? As you look back, remember that every single thing you’ve received is
another undeserved gift from the well of God’s mercy toward you (James 1:17). Have thoughts of entitlement or familiarity or indifference crept in
to diminish or color your gratitude? If we knew how much we have sinned against God, and how little we deserved from Him, and how much good
He has lavished on us—from the smallest, least memorable provisions to the largest, unforgettable answered prayers—we would thank Him
differently.
And as you look forward—and you should on Thanksgiving—remember that any good that lies ahead rests entirely on that same grace.
You will not deserve anything you receive in the next year any more than you ever have. Nothing you will do next year will make you any more
saved. You cannot meet any of God’s needs, because He has none (Acts 17:24–25). Our gratitude should inspire us to move forward in throwing
ourselves more fully on His grace, rather than to try and rebuild or repay on our own what He’s already freely given us. Receiving is believing, not
achieving.
Better Than All His Gifts
Faith in God for the future is not enough, though. Many of Thanksgiving celebrations will express real, genuine gratitude on Thursday,
and yet will be horrifically offensive to God. Why? Because the gratitude has nothing to do with God at all. Even when it’s offered to Him—often
in some trite, ambiguous, once-a-year way—it has little, if any, regard for Him beyond His gifts. No affection, and no allegiance.
Piper writes, “God is not glorified if the foundation of our gratitude is the worth of the gift and not the Excellency of the Giver. If gratitude is not rooted in the beauty of God before the gift, it is probably disguised idolatry” (Godward Life, 214). He goes on to say that appreciation
without devotion treats God “like a tool or a machine to produce the things I really love.”
As you give thanks, ask where your deepest affection and appreciation lie. Is it with God Himself? Is He the greatest gift you received in
the past year? Or is it with your family—your spouse, or children, or children’s children? Or is it your career—the one you have, the one you want,
or the one you had? Or is it comfort—the size of your bank account, or the condition of your home, or the technology in your pocket? God gives us
a lot of good things laced (because of our sinful hearts) with a poisonous potential to become gods.
With our gratitude, let’s keep the gifts as gifts, and God as God. Be specific with your gratitude—child, home, food and phone—but also
be personal. Follow every gift back to God himself, and let it be a reason to fall further in love with the Giver.
Plead for More (of Him)
This Thanksgiving, see your gratitude to God through to greater faith in Him and greater love for Him. We’re prone to a wait-and-see
kind of gratitude, instead of a see-and-believe kind. Instead, receive God’s grace and plead for more—more of His grace, and more of Him.
Here’s one biblical pattern for gratitude that pleases God: “What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will lift up the cup of
salvation and call on the name of the Lord” (Psalm 116:12–13). Ask Him for more. He’s the kind of Father who loves to give good gifts to his kids
(Luke 11:13), and He always knows exactly what you need (Matthew 6:32–33). He created the universe and governs your life “to show the
immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness toward [you] in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7).
Let your gratitude to God this Thanksgiving be just a window into the storehouses of all He’s offered you through Christ. And let this be
an occasion to lift your eyes in faith above every gift to your all-satisfying, never-failing Father in heaven.”
In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Bill
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The Prayer Team
meets on Wednesday
at 4:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome
to join us.

PRAYER TEAM
Pierce Park is blessed with an awesome Prayer Team! If you would like to be added to the
email prayer list, Lori Young needs your email address. We would also love to have you join
the group that meets on Wednesday evening at 5:30 p.m. You are welcome to pray in silence
or out loud over the requests that are submitted and other known needs. If you have a prayer
concern and would like to have the team pray for you, please contact:
John Hotchkiss 208-336-5620

w7cnl@yahoo.com

Lori Young

lyoung9463@hotmail.com

208-863-7382

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Starting Sunday, October 1st. We will collect boxes through Sunday, November 12th, which
will be Dedication Sunday. Our goal this year is 50 boxes.

We will have a “Packing Party” to finish packing all of the boxes. Join us!
Date: Wednesday, November 8th
Time: 5:30-6:15 p.m.


Please see the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall listing some items that can
no longer be sent including hardy candy and toothpaste.
 Toys are always a big hit for these children (remember new toys only).
School supplies are always appreciated.
 Help yourself to a “Gospel Opportunity” box, a plastic shoebox, or use a shoebox that
you have at home.
 Remember to include $9.00 (per shoebox) for shipping costs. Have fun shopping!
Don’t have time to shop? We will shop for you. You can donate money for the shoebox contents or for the
shipping costs of the shoebox. (Designate “Operation Christmas Child” on your check).
If you have any questions, please contact Sara Barnes or Cindy Payton.

THANKSGIVING DINNER

Date:

Saturday, November 18th

Time:

5:00 p.m.

Place:

Fellowship Hall

Please sign up at the Welcome Center.
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IRONMEN-MEN’S GROUP

The November

IronMen-Men’s Group meets every other Tuesday morning
at 11:00 a.m.
Join us at the Sunrise Café Restaurant.
7135 W. State Street, Boise

business meeting

Mark your calendar for the November dates:
11/7 & 11/21

will be on

MEN’S BREAKFAST AT PPBC
Date:
Time:
Place:

Sunday,

Saturday, November 11th
8:30 a.m.
PPBC Fellowship Hall

November 19th
following

Please sign up at the Welcome Center.

the morning

TRUNK N’ TREAT

worship service.

Date: Tuesday, October 31st
Time: 5:30—8:30 p.m.

CANDY DONATIONS: Please place bags of individually wrapped candy in the donation bins.
VOLUNTEERS: Needed for Trunk N’ Treat. Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you are able to participate
with your vehicle or if you are able to help with events in the Fellowship Hall.

LADIES NOVEMBER BRUNCH
Date: Saturday, November 4th
Time: 9:30 a.m.
Place: Marie Callender’s Restaurant
8574 W. Fairview Ave., Boise

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
11/5
11/11
11/12
11/14
11/17
11/18

Cecilia McManus
Gene Wortham
Nick Powers
Sara Barnes
Barbara Brown
Gail Mullin

11/21
11/21
11/25
11/27
11/27
11/30

Shelby Gibson
Ella Wall
Norman Revels
Alex Park
Katie Park
Stephanie Kukay

Pierce Park Baptist Church
5350 N. Pierce Park Lane
Boise, ID 83714
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

208-853-0447
208-853-8063
ppbcboi@msn.com

Connect. Equip. Impact the world.

PPBC WEEKLY SCHEDULE

9:00 am
10:10 am
11:00 am

10:00 am
11:00 am

Sunday
Contemporary Worship Service
Sunday School (all ages)
Blended Worship Service

Tuesday
Pierce Park Cares Visitation
IronMen-Men’s Group
Every other week we meet at:
Sunrise Restaurant
7135 W. State Street, Boise

pm
pm
pm
pm
pm

Wednesday
Dinner
Worship Service Practice
Pioneer Clubs (K-6th Grades)
Youth Group (6th-12th Grades)
Groundwork with Pastor Bill

10:00 am

Thursday
Ladies-”Coffee & Conversation”

5:00
6:15
6:15
6:15
6:30

