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Dear Pierce Park Family, 
 

                 It’s Christmas, a time for trees, decorations and nativity scenes. Some folks collect nativity scenes 
and have spent a lot of money on them. Some folks just put a plastic Jesus in the front yard and call  
it good. The variety found in nativity scenes is amazing. Most of them are pretty standard, with the baby  
Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Some are more elaborate, adding an angel or two, shepherds, and even the wise 
men. Livestock and hay are always a nice touch too.  
        
          We tend to think of the manger scene as quiet and dignified. It is always a serene setting: the  
animals are still, sleeping with their legs folded under them; the shepherds and wise men may point, but  
they always seem to be whispering. Jesus is asleep, Mary is resting, and Joseph just stands at the back  
not saying much.  
    
             I doubt it was really like that. The hay was probably dirty. The animals were…well, they were  
animals. They moved around, they made noise and they stunk. The shepherds were of the lowest class of 
people in Israel, so untrusted that their testimony was not allowed in court. And, they smelled like sheep. 
Mary was probably exhausted, and I bet Joseph had a lot on his mind too. And, let’s don’t get started on the 
wise men. They were still on the road, late like a certain relative you could probably name.  
 
                       Don’t we do the same thing with Christmas? We expect it to look like a Norman Rockwell or 
Thomas Kinkaid painting, and it usually turns out like a Jeff Foxworthy story. The tree falls over or the lights 
don’t work, Christmas dinner isn’t perfect, you don’t know what to get half of your family anymore, and  
the kids that aren’t already fighting again are glued to their phones, texting their friends about how lame 
Christmas is. That’s our manger scene. Christmas is certainly a time for reflection. But it is a holiday that  
involves people, and so it is going to be imperfect. It will not be understood or expressed perfectly.  
  
                        So remember this: the only thing perfect about Christmas is Jesus.  So lighten up a little bit. 
There’s no pressure to perform. God has taken care of all the arrangements, hasn’t He? It’s all been handled. 
All you have to do is love. I will say that again. All you have to do is love. Be like the shepherds and just 
show up and be amazed at what God has done. So, if your family nativity scene looks more like a train wreck 
or Mr. Bean’s, (Google it), don’t despair. It’s probably a lot closer to Mary and Joseph’s first Christmas than  
the one in the front yard or on the mantle.  
 

Merry Christmas! 
 
In Christ’s service,  
 
 
Pastor Bill 
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PRAYER TEAM 

Pierce Park is blessed with an awesome Prayer Team! If you would like to be added to the 
email prayer list, Lori Young needs your email address. We would also love to have you join 
the group that meets on Wednesday evening at 5:30 p.m. You are welcome to pray in silence 
or out loud over the requests that are submitted and other known needs. If you have a prayer 
concern and would like to have the team pray for you, please contact: 
 
John Hotchkiss 208-336-5620 w7cnl@yahoo.com 
 
Lori Young 208-863-7382 lyoung9463@hotmail.com 

The Prayer Team 

meets on Wednesday 

at 4:00 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome 

to join us. 

LADIES DECEMBER BRUNCH 

Date: December 3rd 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Place: Marie Callender’s 
 8574 W. Fairview Ave., Boise 

LOTTIE MOON 

The church office will be closed on the following days  
for the holidays: 
 
Christmas    New Year’s 
Friday, December 23rd  Monday, January 2nd 
Monday, December 26th 

OFFICE CLOSURES 

If you feel led to contribute to the Lottie Moon  
Christmas Offering please do so in the month of  
December. You will find Lottie Moon Offering  
envelopes in the bulletin each week. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST  

Date: Saturday, December 10th 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Place: PPBC Fellowship Hall 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

The  December 

business meeting 

will be on  

Sunday, 

December 18th 

following  

the morning  

worship service. 

12/2 Corky Lea   12/17 Brenda Ashworth 
12/3 Alice Whitlock  12/17 Ray Morris 
12/4 J.W. Hardy   12/19 Cheyenne Chipman 
12/6 Jack Trevithick  12/19 Denise Olson 
12/6 Kevin Chipman  12/31 Kay McIntyre 
12/14 James McManus 

 

CHRISTMAS BRUNCH 

Debbie Anderson will be preparing a Christmas Morning Brunch  
for everyone to enjoy!  
 

Date:   Sunday, December 25th  
Time:  9:45-10:45 a.m.  
Place:  Fellowship Hall 

CHRISTMAS MUSICAL  

Christmas Musical performed by the PPBC choir. 
Invite your family and friends! 
“The First Noel”  
By Sue Smith & Russell Mauldin 

Date:   Sunday, December 25th 
Time:  11:00 a.m. 

IRONMEN-MEN’S GROUP 

IronMen-Men’s Group meets every other Tuesday at 
the Sunrise Café Restaurant. 
7135 W. State Street, Boise 
Mark your calendar for the December dates:  
12/6 & 12/20.  
 
We meet for a devotional, fellowship and a meal. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Sunday, December 18th at 11:00 a.m. 

 



  

Pierce Park Baptist Church 

5350 N. Pierce Park Lane 

Boise, ID 83714 

Phone: 208-853-0447 

Fax:  208-853-8063 

Email: ppbcboi@msn.com 

Love God. Love People. Bring the Joy. 

PPBC WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
   
                Sunday         Wednesday 
   9:00   am Worship Team        4:00   pm Prayer Time 
   9:30   am Fellowship Time        5:00   pm Dinner 
   9:45   am Sunday School        6:00   pm Worship Team Practice 
 11:00   am Worship Service        6:15   pm Kids Zone (K—6th Grade) 
           6:30   pm Youth Group (6th—12th Grade) 
           6:30   pm Groundwork with Pastor Bill 
              Tuesday             
 10:00  am Prayer/Visitation         Thursday 
 11:00  am IronMen-Men’s Group      10:30 am Coffee & Conversation 
  Every other week we meet at:          
  Sunrise Restaurant 
  7135 W. State Street, Boise        


